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General Joffre (saluting) reviews British troops.     General French is on the left of the Frenc*-
Gommander-in-Chief.
on the neighbouring hills, and had to return to Ladysmith for reinforcements. The next day Symons's success at Talana gave White his chance, and he despatched French to return to the attack.
Elandslaagte, French's first success in South Africa, was a most spectacular affair. The Boers were posted on a series of high plateaux surmounting a gloomy, barren plain. It was almost impossible to locate the enemy front. So French, revealing the resourcefulness which was destined to stand him in good stead all through the war, ordered a simultaneous frontal and flank attack, trusting that the situation of the enemy would disclose itself as the assault de\Teloped.
This is precisely what happened. The flank attack turned out to be the frontal attack. Our infantry went forward with tremendous dash in the midst of a fearful tropical thunderstorm and captured the Boer position on the kopjes. A stirring cavalry charge finally routed the enemy. To General French, reporting himself for instructions during the battle, Sir George White replied : "Go on, French. This is your show ! " It was his> first big "show," and it was a brilliant -success, though our bad dispositions in South Africa did not allow him to follo'v up his advantage. We had won the day, but it was a Pyrrhic victory, and the force returned to Ladysmith.
By this time the position at Dundee had become untenable. General Ponn Symons had been mortally wounded, and General Yule, who succeeded him, fell back on LadyKmith, assisted by a vigoroiis demonstration carried out by French and his cavalry. They found the enemy holding a range of hills abotit seven miles from Ladysmith. Our infantry gained a ridge from which the Boors wore vigorously shelled. Our losses were heavy, tho forces were not very skilfully handled, and, on learning that Yule was nearing Ladysnrith, White withdrew the troops under' cover of French's cavalry.
Our forces were now concentrated at Lady-smith. Sir George White's -idea was to take the offensive and prevent the Boer forces in the Orange Free State and Transvaal from effecting a junction. This was * the idea underlying the unsuccessful action at Lombard's Kop of October 30. The stampede of a mule battery at Nicholson's Nek led to the surrender of two battalions on the left, leaving this wing unprotected ; while an enveloping movement by the Boers on the right forced our whole body to retire on Ladysmith. The effective two of our field and naval guns prevented a greater disaster, but in the upshot the investment of the Natal Field Force was complete. On November 1 General French received by tele-